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“Music Changes Everything”, says Wanda Cook, the Artistic Director of Young Artists Conservatory of Music (YACM). 
This theme has defined the 12th season of this nonprofit organization that was founded in April of 2005 and that today 
serves almost 2,500 Solano County children and youth from Dixon to Vallejo.  
 
One thing music changes is the quality of one’s community. Research consistently demonstrates the value of music 
education and performing arts for both individual development and community well-being. YACM has led the region in 
providing the highest quality performing arts education at its Vacaville campus at 500 Davis St. It responded to a request 
from parents to provide music programs in public schools when school districts were unable to provide funding for music 
education. It also rescued Solano Youth Theatre when Solano College was no longer able to fund its beloved musical 
theater education program for children and youth. 
 
YACM hopes to expand the opportunity for many more community members to experience the benefit of participating in 
the performing arts.   Its Board of Directors recently announced the launch of a new membership-based foundation, The 
Solano Arts & Community Development Association (SA-CDA) in conjunction with YACM’s new Strategic Development 
Plan:  SOLANO ARTS-INSPIRE, COMMIT, INVEST.  
 
The goal of SA-CDA is to empower our region’s leadership to develop the potential of our community through the 
performing arts. It is the hope of YACM that Solano County will soon come to be defined by excellence in the 
cultural arts.  Members of the association come together to achieve three strategic goals.  
 
First, it will inspire our community by bringing the highest caliber professional artists to our region. Experiencing great 
music gives people a vision of human potential. Models of excellence help us to strive for excellence in our personal lives 
and in our community and empower us to exceed personal limits. 
 
Second, SA-CDA will commit to the strategic development of programs and facilities by which children, young people, 
and families, can pursue excellence in the arts. 
 
Finally, the Association will call for financial investment in our community to build the most significant performing arts 
and youth development organization in our region.  
 
Membership in the Solano Arts & Community Development Association is a yearly commitment. Members make a 



tax-deductible contribution to fund advocacy for the arts. This also provides funding for broad-based community 
development through the arts. A large membership base will also attract grants and funding from outside the region for 
investment in Solano County.  
 
Curtis Cook led the community in his commitment to be the first charter member, followed by Jason Marcus. 
 
The Association invites other Solano County residents to join.  
 
Charter Members receive significant recognition and privileges (limited to the first 20 members) who join with as little as 
a $1500 contribution.  
 
Members at Large are provided business or individual recognition and exquisite networking opportunities with a 
contribution of  $500 or $750. 
 
Professional Memberships at $30 / $60 a year represent a coalition of teaching artists, educators, and professional 
musicians who are seeking opportunities to teach, direct, and perform and who will form the core of inspirational arts 
experiences in Solano County.  
 
Student Memberships are available to families who would like to pursue multiple privileges and reduced fees associated 
with a performing arts education at the Solano Music Conservatory or Solano Youth Theatre.  
 
To learn more about the Solano Arts & Community Development Association, please contact the Young Artists 
Conservatory of Music, 707-451-7200 or  visit, www.yacmusic.org/membership. 
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